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CONNEC  IONS 
  

May 3 – Communion Sunday 
   Deacon’s Fund collection 
   Sunday School focus –  
   Taking Care of the World 
       (Parents see details page 3). 
 

   Churchwide event to honor 
Gary’s 25 years as Pastor, 
2:30 p.m. 

 

May 8, Friday, to 10, Sunday – 
    Confirmation Class trip to Heifer 

International (see details  
        page 6). 
  

May 10 – Mother’s Day, Rich 
Strum will lead worship service.

 Meditation with Chessy Kelley 
after worship. 

 

May 16, Saturday – Church Work 
Day Spring Clean-up, 9 -12. 

  

May 17 – Women’s Fellowship 
meeting to vote on budget after 
worship. Please come. 

  

May 22, Friday – Our Church will 
host the Table of Grace dinner, 
meat loaf and the fixins at 5:30. 
Please contact Alice Maurer if 
you can help (475-2580, 
maurer@gmavt.net). 

  

May 24 – Kids yoga with Chessy 
Kelley (parents are welcome).   

 

May 25, Monday – Memorial Day 
observed. 

 

May 31 – Children's Celebration 
Sunday, kids will sing and 
teachers will be recognized. 

June 20, Saturday – Save your 
treasures for a yard sale here at 
Church – City-wide sale day. 

From Your Pastor: Branching Out 
Jesus said:  “I am the vine, you are the 
branches.  Those who abide in me and I in 
them bear much fruit.” (John 15: 5) 

There is a line I like to use when describing 
or introducing someone who is very 
knowledgeable about a subject area: “They 
are a walking encyclopedia on …”  I now 
own a smart phone and with that phone I can 
access a multitude of encyclopedias on any 
subject imaginable.  With one purchase and 
a little bit of knowledge, I am now my own 
walking encyclopedia.  With all the 
information I can ever imagine at my 

fingertips, I am at the epicenter of my universe, connected to the 
world.   

Betty and I went out to eat at a casual pizza kind of restaurant a 
couple of months ago. A family was sitting together at a table there. All 
4 members of this family had smart phones on, and all were looking 
down at their phones – 4 individual epicenters of the universe all 
together at one table connecting to the world.  I am wondering if this is 
the vine and branches thing Jesus was talking about.  I kind of doubt it.
We each want to be the vine with others as the branches.   

I think the church, on a good day, reminds us of how special we are 
just as branches bearing fruit – but it also reminds us that we are not 
the vine.  That seems to me to be something that is missed by so 
many of us stumbling through society with the illusion that we do not 
need the personal connections of community.   

I would like to expand that idea a bit to include the local church in 
relation to the wider church (the Association, Conference and national 
setting of the United Church of Christ). The strongest connections a 
person has are not transactional (I give only when I receive), but 
relational on a deeper level, not limited to a quid-pro-quo existence.  
When I attended the Annual Meeting of the Vermont Conference last 
weekend I was re-reminded of how special we individually are 
branches, our church is a branch and the varied aspects of our 
denomination are branches as well, each connected to the vine of life 
and interconnected to care for and nourish each other.   

How blessed we are to be part of a compassionate, caring body 
seeking peace and joy, love and justice, for all as we lift the eyes of 
our hearts to envision a world where we are part of the vine, but not 
the whole.    

In Faith,  Gary     
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Reflections on the Annual Meeting 
Vermont Conference of the United Church of Christ 

                                                     April 24-25, 2015 

 

Gary, Wayne Staples and I attended the Vermont Conference Annual Meeting this past weekend.  I have 
had the opportunity to attend for many years…most recently as a delegate.  I would like to share some of 
my reflections about the most recent experience, with the hope that there may be others who might want to 
learn more about the wider church through involvement as a delegate. 

This past conference was held at the Lake Morey Resort in Fairlee.  The setting is very beautiful and 
restful…even in the spring before the flowers are out.  This year’s theme was “Creators of Justice and Joy”.  
As always, the worship experiences are inspiring.  Often we are introduced to new hymns of worship and 
new approaches to worship.  This year, Julia Blocksma, was the musical director and accompanist.   

One of the new and improved formats for the conference is to weave the plenary (business of the 
conference) sessions and worship service throughout the two days.  This format provides a refreshing 
blend between discussion of various topics, workshops, dining fellowship, and worship. 

I chose to attend a workshop entitled, “The Hungry Heart”, on Friday.  The focus of this two hour workshop 
was to first view the film “The Hungry Heart” and then enter into discussion.  The film was a very powerful 
depiction of the heroin and opiate crisis in Vermont.  The film was set in St. Albans and the main characters 
were actual addicts.  It was a very open, honest, and revealing story about the dozen or so addicts.  One of 
the key points that I came away with was that there was a pediatrician who had known most of the addicts 
for a very long time.  He developed a relationship with each one of them, so they knew they were cared 
about.  He treated them without judgment for the illness that they suffered from.  Many of the addicts talked 
about the attitudes of others toward them as they struggled against their addictions.  They also talked about 
their desperation to get more drugs as the addiction took hold. Though it was a challenging film to watch 
…the hope was that through healthy caring relationships and treatment support many of the addicts were 
able to move forward into healthier lifestyles and choices. The discussion that followed the film was 
facilitated by a licensed Clinical Mental Health/Drug and Alcohol Counselor.  The film is available through 
the Vermont Conference of the United Church of Christ. 

The second workshop I attended was about Racial Justice.  In this workshop there was discussion about 
The Action Continuum.  The Continuum is a way to self-identify (become aware of our own attitudes 
towards race, gender, religious beliefs, etc.) regarding oppression.  There was much discussion about 
recognizing oppression and how to respond to various types of oppression.  Some specific suggestions 
were made, including: engaging with other churches with different racial, ethnic, class, linguistic and cultural 
backgrounds to help build relationships, strengthen racism awareness, advocacy, and mission.    

I mention the two workshops as a way to share these social issues with the wider church.   

I urge you to consider being a delegate to not only represent the Congregational Church of Vergennes but 
also to engage in various dialogues with others within our Addison Association, Vermont Conference, and 
National Conference of the United Church of Christ.   

Betty Lewis 

One Great Hour of Sharing 
  

Thanks to the Church community’s generosity, we are sending $355.00 to the United Church of Christ to 
support many worthwhile missions, at home and abroad (see last month’s newsletter for more details). 
Thank you again! 

 

Mission Committee: Marcia Mazeine, Chair, Mary Ann Castimore, Jan Harrington, Andrea Kerin, Mary Kerr, 
Alice Maurer, Jeanne Peters, Larry Simino, Mary Jane Washburn 
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Sunday School News 
 
 

So much has been happening in Sunday 
School! We want you to know all that your 
children have been doing and learning 
about helping others and following the 
footsteps of Jesus. (In fact, one Sunday 
morning colored paper footsteps crossed 
the floor of Fellowship Hall.) Planning our 
unique curriculum has required the 
creativity, patience, commitment, and 
organization of the team leaders and 
teachers. Thanks to all!  

The first Sunday of every month is "Mission 
Sunday," and the children’s many activities 
have included making care bags and thank 
you notes for the Crop Walkers; sharing 
with others by baking cookies and bringing 
them to the John Graham Shelter; creating Christmas cards and learning about the Heifer Project’s 
alternate Christmas gifts; making fleece blankets for children in the hospital; spreading love by 
making Valentine's Day cards and bookmarks; visiting the Food Shelf and taking note of all the 
food help being provided. The children also baked and decorated cookies, which were sold at 
coffee hour to benefit the Food Shelf. The result: $28.00. May's focus will be on taking care of the 
world, and the kids will do their part in greening up the area near Church.  

During the winter we saw a slight decrease in the number of students attending Sunday School, 
but there is good news too. The average of 10 children each Sunday is much greater than we are 
used to seeing during the months of January through March. Special thanks to parents for 
making the effort to bring your children to Church.  

We are in the process of developing next year’s curriculum. If you have questions or want to plug 
into this exciting ministry to help our children find their way on a path of faith, please contact 
Donna Lalumiere, Barb Ouimette, Sharon O’Daniel, Carolyn Tatlock or Cherie Vachon.  

Donna Lalumiere, Christian Education Coordinator 

 

VUCC Sunday School to do Green Up Day (Sunday, May 3rd) 
Sunday May 3rd is our monthly "Mission Sunday" for Sunday School.  During our usual Sunday 
School time, we will participate in Vermont Green Up Day by collecting trash around the Church 
and along South Water Street.  Please have your children dressed for the outdoor weather and in 
clothes that can get dirty.  Also, if you have a pair of gardening or protective gloves your child can 
wear, please label and send those too. If the weather is really, really poor then we have an 
alternative mission plan inside for that day.  But we hope and pray for sunshine! 

Thank you! 

Carolyn Tatlock (877-6778) on behalf of the Sunday School Teams 
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Get to Know Your Editors 
Jeanne Ellen Peters was born May 14, 1949. 
Her mother, Pauline (Polly) Peters discovered 
the French spelling (NOT Jeannie) on a cookie tin 
and chose it because Jeanne’s grandmother, 
Mary (Molly) Hunt, did not like her own first 
name!  

Jeanne grew up in the rolling hills of the Upper 
Valley on a rural road in the Township of Thetford 
(no Interstate 91 in those days). She attended 
Thetford Academy, where her Dad, William (Bill) 
Peters, taught agriculture and coached baseball 
and basketball. High school life was fun (except 
for physics) and among many other activities, 
Jeanne was a cheerleader for her father’s team. 
“Please, Mr. Peters, we don’t want to lose.”  

In 1971 she graduated with a degree in geography from Middlebury College, also her grandmother’s and 
great-uncle’s alma mater. Those were the heady days of regional planning and each New England hamlet 
wanted a blueprint for the future. For three years she worked in Hanover, NH, mostly editing for a German-
born planner who never put his verbs in the right place. It was then she decided that editing, not planning, 
was her future. 

Wanting to experience city life, she chose Washington, DC, for its green space and lack of skyscrapers---no 
building can be higher than the Capitol. (There might have been an ex-boyfriend in the mix as well.) In the 
fall of 1974 she headed off to an apartment with a view, but without a job. Even though she wore a polka 
dotted baby doll mini to her interview at the National Geographic Society, luck was with her and someone 
was leaving the Research Department. That as they say was that.  

In those days the Geographic was known as the Velvet Rut. People came, but did not leave, and she stayed 
for 30 years and many adventures. The NGS Research Staff prided itself on making the magazine the most 
accurate in the world. To ensure that, research editors contacted anyone quoted in every article (some of 
the authors weren’t too keen about that) and vetted all the information, historical and scientific, in every 
issue. In the days of snail mail, there was a three month lead time for each publication, which allowed 
contact with those quoted and experts around the world. Sometimes, if the lead time was shortened due to a 
natural disaster or other fast-moving world events, researchers traveled. That sent Jeanne on solo trips to 
Hong Kong following the Vietnamese boat people, the Big Cypress swamp in Florida, the island of Grenada 
after the US intervened in the revolution, a weekend in Kenya with elephant experts, and her two favorites---
inside the archaeologists’ tunnels and a newly discovered royal tomb at the Maya pyramids of Copan in 
Honduras and in 2002 exploring the Pyramids of Giza and the bowels of the Cairo Museum with the then 
famous Zahi Hawass, Egypt’s head of antiquities. It turned out that, instead of the physical geography she 
was hired for, Jeanne’s main love was historical geography and the wonders of ancient civilizations, so she 
eventually became the archaeology specialist, attending conferences and researching and proposing stories 
of the past from the cliff dwellers of the American West to the mummies of Peru and the Byzantine 
civilization of Turkey, ancient Greece, Rome, China, Celtic Europe, Ethiopia, Egypt. There were science 
stories too and biology—cats and dogs for instance---and well as the mantle of managing editor for one the 
world atlases and issue editor stints to put together all the changes to each article. “I was very lucky to have 
worked with outstanding authors and photographers and enjoyed the benefits and friendships from the 
Geographic’s golden years.” 

“My family has always been an important part of my life.” In addition to planning trips with her parents (for 
example, a salmon fishing trip in Washington State with her Dad for his 75th birthday and trips with her 
brother’s children right after they graduated from high school), she spent most vacations at Lake Champlain 
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(DC summers are VERY hot and humid). Now she travels to Thetford to see her brother, Ted and his wife, 
Judy, who live next to the family home and now next to the house of her nephew, Charles, and his two 
small ones, Alexander William and Benjamin Arthur Peters.  Her nieces, Penny Aceto (daughter 
Kayleigh, 5), Mary Lou Jones (sons Trevor, 9, and Connor, almost 7), and Cheryl live in Fairfax, VT, 
Westbrook, CT, and Randolph, VT, respectively. More travel for her. In fact, she just got back from a trip to 
Westbrook to gather some of the clan at a Red Sox game to celebrate Ted’s 70th birthday (photo above). 

After Jeanne’s move to Vermont in 1974, she naturally gravitated to the Congregational Church (Her 
mother’s family traces its membership to the 1800s) and the choir. She grew up singing in the Thetford Hill 
Congregational Church choir, then joined the Middlebury College Choir under Emory Fanning, followed by 
the Washington Cathedral Chorus. That connection led her to one of her life’s highlights---singing in a joint 
chorus directed by Leonard Bernstein for a DC fundraiser. “He was mesmerizing.”  

“I love to laugh (perhaps too loudly), and Gary’s sense of humor in his life, his sermons, and his Children’s 
Message keep me connected to God in a special way. I am very grateful to be a part of such a musical and 
caring church community.”   

 

Alice Maurer has officially become a “snowbird” after spending 
the last three months in Florida with Greg, her husband of 46 
years.  As the techie half of your newsletter’s editorial team, Alice 
was able to create the newsletter’s layout while sitting in the sun 
on her lanai.   

Born in a suburb of Buffalo, NY, in 1947, Alice attended Hartwick 
College in Oneonta, graduating with a BA in Mathematics.  Greg 
and Alice married in 1969, and she taught math in Buffalo while 
Greg became a dentist at SUNY Buffalo.  After a year in 
Rochester, NY, they decided to move to Vermont.  An ad in a 
professional journal led them to Vergennes, and the rest is 
history.  

Alice taught math at VUHS before having her children, Joanne in 
1978 and David in 1981.  While the kids were in elementary 
school, Alice worked part-time at the dentist’s office.  She went 
back to teaching in 1993 when the kids were in high school, but switched to Vergennes Union Elementary 
School. She stayed there for 14 years, teaching math, providing enrichment for the gifted children and 
managing the computer network.   

Back when Joanne was 4, it was time to find a church so Jo could attend Sunday School. Alice’s good 
friends Roger and Claudia Ellis attended this Church, and it was a great fit from day one.  Alice taught 
Sunday School almost every year ever since, now on the 4th,5th & 6th grade team. For several years she 
served as the Sunday School Superintendent and as a deacon for three years. Now she helps out on the 
Mission and Altar Committees.  She is proud of chairing the Ad Hoc committee that recommended our 
Church become Open and Affirming. She also helps on the monthly community dinner, serves on the 
boards of The John Graham Shelter and Addison County Home Health and Hospice, and volunteers at the 
Bixby Library. Serving her community is a huge part of her retirement.  

Alice admits she’s a doting grandmother. At least once a year she and Greg travel to Seattle to see Jamie 
and his parents, David and Kristen. Not a bad place to visit. Her daughter, son-in-law George and 
grandson Ethan live in Rhode Island, so they visit there more often.  Spoiling Jamie and Ethan, tending her 
garden, traveling and helping out in the community keep Alice very busy, but also very happy.   

Thank you from all of us for your generous service, Alice! 
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Your editors, Alice Maurer and Jeanne Peters, welcome all suggestions for the newsletter. Content is due 
by the 20th of each month and everyone has a chance to comment on their copy before publication. Thank 
you all for past and future help.  

Confirmation Class Doings 

Our Confirmation Class, along with Lisa Bessette and Gary, traveled north 
(South Burlington, Williston and Colchester) on Friday, March 20th, and 
Saturday, March 21st.  We worshipped on Friday night at Temple Sinai, a 
Jewish Synagogue in South Burlington. Following that worship experience 
we stayed overnight with Kathleen Cote, enjoying pizza and watching the 
movie “Evan Almighty.”  On Saturday morning we visited the Islamic Center 
in Colchester and had a very informative discussion time with the Imam of 
the mosque.   

 

Our next trip will be to Heifer Project’s Overlook Farm in Rutland, 
Mass, on May 8 to 10.  We are so blessed with some wonderful 
young people in our Church---inquisitive, respectful and energetic 
(with very good appetites).  The class members are:  Nicholas 
Coughlan, Amelia Kerin, Zeke Palmer, Dylan Rapoport, Averi 
Salley, Kirsten Strum and Molly Tatlock.  

What is in your bottle? 
On Easter Sunday I gave out 2 oz. bottles filled with candy and each had a string attached.  The string 
represented a request for everyone to fill the bottle with some water sometime within the next few months.  
When someone finds themselves in a place of peace or joy or relaxation (life renewal 
spaces) and there is water around, I asked them to fill their bottle and bring it back to the 
Church on Sunday, August 30th. Then we will celebrate our communal experiences of 
renewal, combine the waters together and bless the waters.  I will use these renewal-infused 
waters for baptisms as we as a community of faith welcome new people into the wider realm 
of Christianity.   

We have more bottles (sans candy) available if you wish to plug into this extension of life. 
The Deacons have them at the back of the Church, and you can pick up your bottle after 
worship some Sunday.   

Blessings,   Gary 

Women’s Fellowship  Budget Vote 

 

When: May 17 after worship 
Eligible voters: ANY female church member 

  

Some in-depth sleuthing by Marcia Mazeine and Jim Ouimette, who tracked down the original copy of 
Ellen Colby’s will, discovered that only the interest of the $160,000 Colby fund could be used each year by 
WF. With so many snowbirds away in the winter, it was decided to postpone the next meeting when more 
decision-makers could be present. Kitty Oxholm and Carol Mapel, the new Treasurers, have come up 
with a revised budget, but need as many of you as possible to discuss it and say nay or yay. Essentially, 
the amount of money available is cut in half. Also, the WF needs creative ideas for future gatherings, 
causes, money boosters. 

  

Please come to the meeting and lend your voice to this important part of our Church life. 


