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CONNEC  IONS 
  

Every Sunday – Contributions to 
Confirmation Class Heifer Project 
trip. Either Gary or Lisa Bessette 
will get a pie in the face at a fund-
raising spaghetti supper, March 7. 
Blue topped container is Gary’s. 
Red topped container is Lisa’s. 
Whoever collects the least amount 
will be pie faced! (details page  2) 

  

February 1 – Communion Sunday 
   Deacon’s Fund collection 
  

February 8 – Chessy Kelley 
meditation  workshop after worship 
service. 

  

  Confirmation Class meeting. 

 
 

  Lenten Devotionals due to Rich Strum 
(rstrum63@hotmail.com) (details 
page 3). 

 

February 15 – Team Nicaragua left 
(details page 2). 

     Bev Partington leads the worship 
service. 

 

February 16, Monday – Presidents Day 
holiday 

  

February 18 – Ash Wednesday, Lent 
begins 

 

February 22 – Mary Kerr leads the 
worship service. 

 

    Chessy Kelley offers yoga 
instruction to the Sunday School 
and youth. 

 

March 1 – Sunday School teachers 
luncheon meeting, 11:00 to 12:30 
after worship (details page 6) 

 

March 7, Saturday --- Spaghetti dinner 
to support Confirmation Class trip.  

  
  

From Your Pastor 
In the Gospel of Luke (10:26) Jesus is responding to a 
question posed to him about eternal life.  Jesus says:  
“What is written in the law?  HOW DO YOU READ IT?” 
(NIV) 

From time to time people have shared with me that they 
do not know much about the Bible and would like to know 
more.  If you are chatting with a friend from a different 
“flavor” of Christianity, I would expect you might get the 
juices flowing if you entered a discussion about the Bible.  
The discussion might be warm or maybe even heated 
when chatting about the Bible’s historical accuracy and 
who wrote it or how it came to be.  The Bible is so very 
much a part of our faith life that it would be very good to 
“wrestle” with some of the tough questions and cover 

some of the topics that surround this vital part of our 

tradition and life together. 
Adam Hamilton, in his book Making 
Sense of the Bible, offers an in-
depth introduction to what the Bible 
is, who wrote it and how it should 
and should not be read.  I am sure 
that one could fill a number of 
libraries, maybe even hundreds of 
libraries, with all of the books that 
have been written about the Bible, 
but this easy to read (short chapters 
– no pictures) book is an excellent 

source of information about this most precious book.  Of 
course I am saying this from my particular perspective, my 
particular “flavor” of the faith.  With chapter headings such 
as:  “Who Wrote the Old Testament, When and Why?”,  
Which Books Made It Into the Old (and New) Testament 
and Why?”, “Is the Bible the Word of God?”, “Were There 
Dinosaurs on the Ark?”, “Is It OK to Get a Tattoo?”, “Is the 
Bible Inerrant and Infallible?” Adam Hamilton delves into 
the challenging and essential realm of biblical interpretation. 
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Who Gets a Pie in the Face? 
 
If you would like to support the Confirmation Class’s 
upcoming trip to Heifer Project’s Overlook Farm in 
Massachusetts AND have some fun – here’s your chance! 
At worship during the coming Sundays you will see a blue-
topped jar at the back of the side where Gary teaches. On 
the other side, where Lisa Bessette usually sits, is a red-
topped jar.  Whichever one receives fewer dollars (Gary or 
Lisa) will have the joyful experience of a PIE IN THE FACE 
enthusiastically delivered by a member of the class at a 
spaghetti dinner on Saturday, March 7th. Come to the 
dinner (free will offering as another money raiser) and you can watch the big event. Checks can 
also be written to the Church, with “Youth Trip” in the memo line. The class hopes to see you 
there!! 

I would like to invite you to join in a discussion around this book and more importantly around what 
the Bible is for you (for us).  “HOW DO YOU READ IT?” 

The times and the approaches for this reading/discussion are yet to be determined, but we will 
make copies of this book available (at our bookstore) beginning Sunday, February 8th, at a highly 
discounted price.  We will let you know, via email, about gathering times. 

Blessings, Gary 

Gary    

Team Nicaragua 
 
The following people will be heading to Nicaragua to work with the Fuller Center for 
Housing.  We will be leaving on Saturday morning, February 14th, and returning on Sunday 
evening, February 22nd. 
  
Kurt and Charlotte Haigis 
Bill Hopkins and Harriet Perkins 
Gary Lewis 
Carol Mapel 
Liz and Jake Markowski 
Bill and Marcia Mazeine 
Peggy Parks 
Bob, Amy, Lydia and Kirsten Pitts 
Paul and Peggy Stanilonis 
Hans, Melissa, Jason and Annika Vorsteveld 
Rudy and Kareena Vorsteveld 
  
Duane Hershberger will again be our leader.  Duane has 
led mission trips with us to Guatemala and Honduras.   
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Annual  Meeting – Not There? 
 

More than 50 of our Church family gathered in the Sanctuary January 25th to vote on committee reports and 
approve the budget for 2015. If you didn’t have a chance to read the Annual Report, it is well worth the 
time. The vitality of VCC is clear on every page. All the committees summarized their activities for the year--
- very impressive!! 
 

Discussion focused on the budget and the continuing deficit, projected at over $13,000 this year. Page 12 
of the report lists the pledges and deficits since 2000, showing the decrease in pledge numbers from 74 in 
2014 to 62 this year. If you have not pledged and would like to help decrease the deficit, just let 
Kathy Barrett (klbarrett@gmavt.net) know. 
 

The budget as outlined did pass overwhelmingly and includes a well-deserved 3% increase in salaries for 
all Church staff. Two new Trustees were also elected by paper ballot --- Jane Spencer and Wayne 
Staples. Thank you Jane and Wayne! 
 

Other Thank Yous to everyone working on various committees---Trustees, Deacons, Missions, Auditors, 
and more---echoed throughout the Sanctuary. A special thank you went out to Gary for all his dedication to 
Church missions and activities and his faith building in our community. 
 

Come join the voting next January and help keep our Church moving forward into the next decade.  

Lenten Devotional 2015 

This year the Deacons would like to produce our own Lenten Devotional. We are seeking a total of 40 
contributions, one for each day of Lent (excluding Sundays). The format is simple: a Bible verse, a personal 
reflection, and a one or two sentence prayer. During a dialogue sermon last month many of you contributed 
thoughts about what road sign represents experiences or challenges in your life. For those of you that put 
some thought into that, you’ve already got a reflection that just needs to be written down.   

In order to have the Devotional ready to go by Ash Wednesday, your contributions need to be submitted to 
Rich Strum at rstrum63@hotmail.com by Sunday, February 8th. The Deacons look forward to your 
participation! 

Sample from 2008: 

“Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, 
will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”    Luke 6:38 

Recently I was part of a mixed choral choir at Middlebury College for a chapel service honoring 
Martin Luther King Jr.’s memory and mission. The choir director, François Clemmens, made each of the 
six rehearsals fun and coaxed willingness and hard work out of the eighty five of us…. He spoke of how 
good our singing sounded and what it was that made it so. François helped us understand the mood of 
the music and its part in the courage of the African-Americans who had composed and who originally 
sang it….As we finally presented to a packed assemblage in Mead Chapel on February 21st, the 
energy, vibrancy, and joy was electric….What we had received in rehearsals and were sharing through 
our music was coming back to us from the enthusiasm and affirmation of the congregation. 

We had been blessed. We shared. We were receiving blessings from those we had blest. 

Prayer: Lord, help me to both give and appreciate the gifts of others. 

Knight Washburn 
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The McGuire family 
 

Welcome to the busy life of the McGuire family --- all 7 of them, with another on the way in March.  
 

Jack, though born in Massachusetts in 1978, grew up in Monkton. His parents moved to VT when he was 
just a baby. He is a Mount Abe and UVM grad with a business degree.  Alex was born in 1976 in CT where 
she was raised. After high school she headed to William and Mary in Virginia, graduating with an English 
degree in 1998.   
 

As a couple they are an internet success 
story, meeting through Match.com in the 
winter of 2006. After a “whirlwind courtship” 
(per Alex) that included a beach proposal in 
Maine on their 3rd date, they were married 
at Button Bay on September 3, 2006. 
 

Jack's parents, John and Lisa McGuire, 
still live in Monkton and both work in the 
Vergennes school system.  Alex says, 
“Having them so close by has been such a 
help in raising our large family and fostering 
close family ties.”  Jack's sister and her 
family also live in Monkton.  Alex's parents 
live in New Jersey and Pennsylvania.  Her 
sister and husband moved to VT several 
years ago to start their own family and settled in Williston with their two children.  What a support system! 
  

Alex, obviously a proud mama, provided insight into the interests and personalities of each of their children: 
 

Brody, age 8, 2nd grade. Brody is probably our most outgoing child and our most chatty.  In addition to 
playing bass guitar he is a Cub Scout, a high blue belt in Tae Kwon Do (having studied for 3 years), and  
loves any chance to try new activities and new foods.  Recent favorites: an outdoor adventure camp in 
Middlebury and lobster.  
Carter, age 6, 1st grade. Carter is our "figure things out child.” He can observe something and teach himself 
to do it or solve it very quickly.  He has been playing guitar since preschool and is also a Cub Scout and 
high blue belt in Tae Kwon Do.  He loves learning new physical skills like team sports, rock climbing and 
skateboarding, and like his dad is very interested in how things are put together.  
Liam, age 5, kindergarten. Liam is our most quiet child, but bubbling under the surface is a very inquisitive, 
loving nature.  He's just started learning the drums with Jack and is a high green belt in Tae Kwon Do.  He 
loves non-fiction books, especially those about dinosaurs and the ocean, and was thrilled this past year 
when we were able to visit a park in NJ with life-sized animatronic dinos and take a summer whale watch.  
Tess, age 3. Tess often seems shy at first, but once she gets warmed up she's almost as chatty as 
Brody.  She's learned to hold her own in a house full of brothers, NOISE, and lots of opinions.  She recently 
started Tae Kwon Do, but is also enamored of all things dance related and is now taking a preschool dance 
class.  She's taken many a nap in her ballet shoes.  
Ozzy 
, age 1 ½. So far Ozzy seems to be a very optimistic little being.  His first words were "yeah, yeah, yeah, 
YES!". He's pretty easy to keep happy and just loves the company and snuggles of people.  Hopefully that 

will include baby Mary when she's born.  
Watch out for these Tae Kwon Do masters!
  

When not keeping track of his family, including another son Niall, 10, before Alex came into his life, Jack is a 
carpenter for an estate in Shelburne.  He has also learned (mostly by himself) a lot about car mechanics, 



 

 

Vergennes Congregational Church  
30 S.Water St. Vergennes, VT 05491 

January 30, 2015 
vucc@vergennesucc.org or 877-2435. 

5

plumbing, heating, electrical work, painting, etc.  He'd love to have time to really work on street rods.  He 
currently has a 1930's Cadillac LaSalle he envisions as a fun prom vehicle for the kids one day. He has 
been learning guitar for a few years (and recently bass and drums) and is finding music to be an enriching 
part of his life and his time with the kids.  He also coaches T-ball, soccer, basketball, and is a Cub Scout 
leader along with taking Tae Kwon Do with the kids now.  Oh, and he plows the Church lot in the winter. 
(Wow!) 
  

Alex worked mostly in non-profit environments in a variety of administrative capacities prior to moving to 
Vermont in '06.  In addition to managing the household and caring for the kids, she has been involved in a 
variety of community groups.  She served for several years on the Vergennes Planning Commission and 
the Development Review Board and currently is in her 3rd year of service on the Evergreen Preschool 
Board of Directors.  She also enjoys helping with church projects such as the ONA study group and, 
currently, the Next Level team.  (Thank you, Alex) .She loves reading and has never outgrown the childhood 
habit of staying up far too late reading a good book.   
  

Alex adds, “As a family we love to camp.  Over the years we've moved from tent to pop-up trailer to RV to 
now having a giant travel trailer.  Bit less rustic now, but it enables us to spend lots of time together.  We 
love going to the ocean in Maine and on the Cape, as well as traveling to Vermont state parks on 
weekends.  And, of course, guitars now get dragged along. “ 
  

Alex first started coming to VUCC in 2008, after the birth of Carter.  Having grown up in two UCC churches 
in CT, when she felt interested in reconnecting with a church we seemed a good place to start.  The very 
first day she was hooked by Gary's message.  The scripture focus that day was on Moses learning he would 
not ever do more than see the Promised Land.  Gary's message about how we're all part of a larger puzzle, 
that our piece in it may be small but it is no less valuable, spoke to her.  In the weeks following, she was 
impressed by the “welcoming nature of the congregation, the focus on community service, and the clear 
freedom within the community to exist on a spectrum of faith. “  
  

Jack grew up attending a Catholic church as a young boy, but since then never found traditional churches 
or church services to suit him.  “Though he's still not overly fond of sitting in a pew of a Sunday morning (to 
put it mildly), he really appreciates the good will and good works of the VUCC and likes participating in 
Church activities.” 
 

We are so glad this family of energy chose us. Hope all goes well for you and little Mary in March, Alex and 
Jack!

Looking Back 

December was a busy month for the Mission Committee (and everyone else for that matter). The 
alternative giving to Heifer International totaled $1,080. The dollars covered shares of a goat and sheep, 
seedlings, rabbits, honey bees, flocks of chicks and a heifer. Thank you all for improving the lives of 
others, here and around the world. 

As Marcia Mazeine outlined in the Annual Report, the annual Giving Tree also gave us the opportunity to 
fulfill 40 Christmas gift wishes for 20 needy people in our community. As in the past, all gift wishes were 
thoughtfully fulfilled, lovingly wrapped, and returned to the Church promptly for distribution. 

Even farther back was the Crop Walk in October. The Food Shelf just received its share of the $26,818 that 
the walk earned for Church World Service to alleviate hunger – $1,316. Addison County hunger- related 
organizations get a 25% share of the total, and we earned 20% of that thanks to the 40 walkers (and 
several dogs) from our Church who made the 3-mile trek. Hats off! 

Mission Committee: Marcia Mazeine, Chair, Mary Ann Castimore, Jan Harrington, Andrea Kerin, Mary 
Kerr, Alice Maurer, Jeanne Peters, Larry Simino, Mary Jane Washburn 
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Your editors, Alice Maurer and Jeanne Peters, welcome all suggestions for the newsletter. 
Content is due by the 20th of each month and everyone has a chance to comment on their copy 
before publication. Thank you all for past and future help.  
 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS 

In September we kicked off a new school year with a new approach to Faith Formation for our 
children.   With energized and inspired Team Leaders, together with three dedicated Teaching 
Teams, we have been offering a more experiential approach to Christian Education.  Our program 
is growing thanks to the spirited energy of our teams and the faithfulness of attendance.  We want 
to GROW FROM HERE.  As we move into the second half of the year, we felt that this would be a 
great time to assess where we are and begin to make plans for the future . The Team Leaders and 
Donna Lalumiere will gather with the Teaching Teams on Sunday, March 1st , after worship from 
11:00 – 12:30.  A simple lunch will be provided.  ANYONE---parents, grandparents, congregation---
who is interested in this very vital ministry of our Church is welcome to come, share thoughts and 
visions, fellowship and food.  Every one of us benefits from the energy that our children bring to our 
community.  A solid foundation is being built, and we look forward to building on it. 

Blessings to all, 

Gary 

 


