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CONNEC  IONS 
  

March 1st – Communion Sunday 
 Deacon’s Fund collection. 
 Sign up for Spring blooms and support  
    Hospice Volunteer Services  (details     
      page 3 ) 

 

 Teaching Team Luncheon – 11:00 to 
 12:30 (see details in Sunday School 
 News, page 5 ) 

 

March 7th, Saturday – Come support the 
Confirmation Class Heifer trip at a 
Spaghetti dinner,  5:30 in Fellowship Hall. 
See who, Gary or Lisa, faces the pie. 
Voluntary donation. 

 

March 8th  – Daylight Savings Time   
      begins. Spring forward. 
  Meditation workshop with Chessy Kelly,   
      11:00 – 11:30. 
  First Book Study gathering (brown bag  
       lunch), chapters 1-7 of Making Sense  
       of the Bible, 12:00 -1:00. 
   Second sign up for Spring blooms. 

 

March 15th  – Confirmation Class    
       gathering. 
   Sign up for Spring blooms and Easter    
       lilies.  

 

March 20th, Friday – First day of Spring!!!  
   20th to 21st – Confirmation Class visit to 

Burlington’s Jewish Synagogue and the 
Islamic Center (sleep over in Williston). 

 

March 22nd  – Second Book Study   
 gathering (brown bag lunch), chapters 
 8 - 13, Making Sense of the Bible, 
 12:00  - 1:00. 

 Pick up  and pick yourself up with Spring  
 blooms. 

 Sign up for Easter lilies (details page 5) 

 

March 27th, Friday – Table of Grace free 
dinner, 5.00 p.m. 

 

March 29th  –  Palm/Passion Sunday 

 

April 2nd  -  Maundy Thursday service, 
Fellowship Hall, 7:00 p.m.  

 

April 5th  - EASTER!!! 

From Your Pastor –“GETTING TO KNOW YOU”

“I Wonder.”  I wonder if the disciples of Jesus knew each other 
before he tapped them on their shoulders and invited them into a 
journey of a lifetime?  According to scripture, at least 5 of them 
knew each other.  James and John were brothers and fishermen 
as were Peter and Andrew.  Philip knew Andrew, but how about 
the rest of them?  Matthew was a tax collector. For the others we 
may know their father’s name, but that is about it.  One thing is 
for sure, after 3 years of walking and talking, learning and 
growing together in the presence of the human Jesus, they knew 
each other a lot better than they had.  They had become a 
community of shared experiences---sharing the work, sharing the 
food, maybe sharing a joke or two and certainly sharing in a party 
from time to time as, together with Jesus, they sought to make 
the world a bit better.    

As I reflect on our recent mission trip to Nicaragua (see Marcia 
Mazeine’s report in this newsletter), there are some similarities to 
our time together and the time of the disciples.  Going into the 
trip, I did not know everyone who was planning to go.  We came 
from different experiences, different ages and stages, to focus on 
a mission of outreach.  We shared the discomforts of working in 
90 plus heat, glistening together (OK sweating together), 
everyone sharing in some discomfort and doing things we were 
not accustomed to doing.  Our routines had been broken 
(planned and anticipated – but broken).  We shared meals 
together.  We shared 
times of relaxation and 
renewal together, we 
shared jokes (some 
better than others) and 
we partied from time to 
time.  We were a team – 
watching out for each 
other, encouraging, 
supporting and caring for 
each other as we sought 
to make the world a little 
bit better. 

“I Wonder.” I wonder if that is what the church is called to be, a 
team with a mission and a shared journey, experiencing the ups 
and the downs, the sorrows and the joys, the work and the 
parties with others. A group who comes together and through 
those times becomes more than we are as individuals.  Our 
church community is a team – watching out for each other, 
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encouraging, supporting and caring for each other as, together with Jesus, we seek to make the world a 
little bit better.  

I Wonder. 

Teamingly, 

Gary 

Mission to Nicaragua, Feb 14-22, 2015 
Feb 14….Valentine’s Day….some nervousness about all 23 team members meeting up in Miami for flight to 
Managua at 5:30 pm.  But they appeared at the boarding gate from VT, AZ, FL and the Bahamas.  2 hr. 17 
min. flight followed by a 2 ½ hour drive from Managua to our destination on the Pacific coast…Las Penitas. 
Tiny rooms, funky hotel (Hostel), but glad to be here.  

Feb 15.…Breakfast briefing by our leader, Duane Hershberger, and our Nicaraguan hosts from the Fuller 
Center for Housing, Danillo and Brian. They told us what to expect 
in the week ahead, also outlined evacuation procedures in case of 
earthquake or tsunami!!!  (Yikes!)  Visited nearby city of Leon for 
market and sightseeing.  Popular buys were hammocks and 
machetes!  Then back to our village for a “Piñata Party” with families 
and children we will be building with. Great fun!  Enjoyed gorgeous 
sunset over the Pacific.  Hotel is steps from the beach! 

Feb 16…first work day.  Divided into 5 groups, each working on a different 
site.  3 sites are very close, other 2 not far away.  All in a village populated 
mainly by fishermen.  Hard work carrying blocks, sifting sand, making cement 
and mortaring blocks.  HOT!  Mid to high 90’s….a 100 degree difference from 
VT!  1 ½ hour lunch break (changed to 1 hr. next days). Families working 
along with us in addition to a local mason (or 2).  Finished work 3:30.  Some 
of the teens (and some of their parents) took surfing lessons... Fun to watch 
for the rest of us, (along with a cerveza!). And another sunset. 

Feb 17….another HOT, productive work day. My site has 10 courses of block 
laid and other sites are ahead of us. Great local activity to observe.  Dog with 

5 pups at our house and huge pig often on the loose 
searching for food.  Mom washing clothes in outdoor “sink” 
and cooking over outdoor stove. Gary took a try at the 
washboard!  Another site has a pig and 11 brand new 
piglets.  After work, 15 of the group took a boat trip to Juan 
Venado Island Natural Reserve.  Went several miles 
through mangrove lined 
estuary and saw many birds. 
Highlight…baby turtles born 
today on the beach and helped 
release them into the ocean.  

Awesome!!  Back for dinner.  Food has been wonderful. Lunch and dinner 
prepared and served next door to hotel by a local family.  Dinner is followed 
by thought-provoking discussions of our experiences led by Duane. 

Feb 18….typical AM routine---apply sunscreen, fill water bottle, put on some 
semi-clean work clothes, breakfast at 7 followed by daily devotions and 
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Want a Headstart on Spring? 

The Mission Committee is ready and waiting to provide a variety of blooms to help warm up this winter’s 
deep freeze. Because the American Cancer Society no longer has its daffodil campaign, Missions began 
our own crusade last year to conquer the winter blahs while supporting a local organization helping cancer 
patients. This year Hospice Volunteer Services in Middlebury is our choice.  

Their website describes HVS as “a non-profit agency committed to offering care and support to those in our 
community facing the end of life or grieving the death of a loved one. “ They are there at the bedside to 
provide comfort and companionship at the end, at home or in the hospital. They give respite to family and 
caregivers and offer their concern and insight. The Well Spring Singers they founded will come and sing to 
(and often with) the patient or quietly serenade them when the end is near. Help this worthy group and 
get a bonus touch of Spring. 

A sign-up sheet will be available after worship in Fellowship Hall on March 1, 8, 
and 15.  

Available are: 

7”    Daffodils   $13      7”    Tulips in red or yellow or red $13 

4.5” Large Hyacinths          $ 5        4.5” Tete-a- tetes             $ 5 

4.5” Crocus   $ 5           4.5”  Grape Hyacinths   $ 5 

Checks can be made out to VCC with Hospice flowers in the memo line.  

THANK YOU!! 

Mission Committee: Marcia Mazeine, Chair, Mary Ann Castimore, Jan
Harrington, Andrea Kerin, Mary Kerr, Alice Maurer, Jeanne Peters, Larry Simino, Mary Jane Washburn 

announcements, try to get on Wi-Fi to check in with home, off to worksite at 8.  We are working from 
sketchy scaffolding at our site….guess I’ll stay on the ground.  Always rebar work to do….cutting wire, 
forming squares, making columns and support pieces.  Others mixing cement on the ground, setting blocks 
and preparing the foundations with small rocks in order to pour the floor. More surfing after work and beach 
bonfire at night for teens.  Adults enjoying hanging out at pool.  (Especially when no water is available for 
showers!) 

Feb 19….We are told Fuller Center has never had a team finish a house in a week, but we are going to 
finish at least one, maybe 2, thanks to the young, strong, incredibly hard-working team we have.  2 houses 
ready for roofs and floors.  More heavy work mixing and pouring concrete for floors.   

Feb 20….Last day of work. Teams have been re-assigned  since 2 houses are almost complete.  One 
group preparing a new site for next team coming in. At 3:30 we all gathered by one of completed homes in 
the “village” for dedication ceremony.  Very festive, moving ceremony with local Fuller Center “dignitaries” 
and the families  who have become our friends during the week,  thanking us for our work.  We presented 
homeowners with bibles.  Lots of hugs and photos.  Back to hotel for ocean swim, cerveza and sunset.   

Feb 21….left hotel 8 am for Managua.  Lunch there and short sightseeing tour of the capital city of 
Nicaragua.  Not much to see!  Dinner at hotel. 

Feb 22…..5:30 departure from hotel.  Sad to see this wonderful week end.  Great work done, many new 
friends made, impressions to last a lifetime. 

Marcia Mazeine 
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WELCOME to Cindi Pratt, the newest member of our congregation.  She joined 
us officially on Sunday, February 8, at a special Communion celebration in her 
hospice room at Helen Porter Healthcare.  Some of Cindi's friends and new 
church family shared in the ceremony, and afterward enjoyed the strawberry 
daiquiris concocted by our faithful pastor and his wife at Cindi's request. 

Cindi was born in 1948 in Arlington, Virginia.  She attended high school in Falls 
Church, worked for the civilian US Coast Guard in Virginia, and was married 
soon after her graduation. In 1980 Cindi moved with her six children to Lake 
Street in Bridport, where she and her husband rented a farm on Lake 
Champlain. Cindi's only daughter was a baby when they moved, and 
her youngest son was born at Porter Hospital.  When he was two years old, 
Cindi moved from Bridport to Middlebury, where she raised all seven children 
by herself.  Five of Cindi's children still live in Vermont. (The other two live in Seattle and Lakewood 
in Washington state). She is blessed with 14 grandchildren.  Congratulations, Cindi! 

Cindi likes to read and walk, watch TV, listen to music, and loves birdwatching.  She has 4 active feeders 
right outside her lovely window and lots of birds.  She is currently almost finished reading Tuesdays with 
Morrie and is looking forward to Five Days in Heaven, both by Mitch Albom.   

Cindi was searching for a pastor when a hospice friend recommended Gary.  She said that after meeting 
him and attending a few services, it was "the warmth of the people and the padre" that made her decide to 
join us. Cindi welcomes visitors to come talk with her and enjoy her birds. 

Welcome again, Cindi! We are so lucky that you found us! 

Barb Ouimette 

Thoughts for Lent 

Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at peace, 
without spot or blemish; and regard the patience of the Lord as salvation. 2 Peter 3:14-15 (NRSV) 

I just bought an iPad for myself as a Christmas present.  Now I don’t have to wait until the score of my 
favorite college basketball team crawls across the bottom of the screen on ESPN – I can follow games in 
progress.  I can keep up with my Facebook friends anytime, anyplace.  I can exchange instant messages 
with my clients, our sons on the west coast, our extended family in Indonesia and Australia.  My phone, 
computer and iPad calendars coordinate instantly.   

Is there room for patience in our fast paced, instant gratification, busy and uber-connected lives?   
Technology certainly has its place – I love my gadgets and they make my time more productive.  Paul 
reminds us, though, that God’s time is not like our time.  For Him, one day is like 1000 years and 1000 
years like one day.  He is patient with us – willing to give as much time as necessary to find His way.  
Perhaps we should follow that example and be patient with ourselves.  We need to understand that change 
and growth, both personal and spiritual, takes time.  You can’t find an app for patience in the ITunes store – 
it comes from our relationship with Christ.  Maybe that’s for the best. 

Prayer: Father, thank you for your infinite patience with me.  Help me to use it to grow in your love. 

Joe Klopenstein 
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Sunday School News 

This month the children have focused on Working With God. The central theme was the story of 
Jesus feeding five thousand people with five loaves of bread and two fish. The children seemed to 
enjoy this story and the activities that accompanied it.  

Attendance was down during the month of February, averaging nine students per Sunday. 
However, given school vacation and the cold weather, this is quite a good turnout. Chessy Kelley 
was here on February 22nd, and 10 children and young people enjoyed participating in yoga. 

On March 1 there will be a meeting and luncheon for all teachers and team leaders after worship 
service from 11:00 to12:30. The teams will discuss the year so far and begin to make plans for the 
future. Anyone in the congregation is welcome to attend this meeting and luncheon to share 
thoughts and hopes.  

Donna Lalumiere, Christian Education Coordinator 

                                   Easter Lilies on Their Way 

Although right now it doesn’t look anything like Easter, it IS coming on April 5, snow or no snow! That 
means it’s time to sign up for Easter Lilies. They beautify the Sanctuary on Easter Sunday, are a fragrant 
reminder of the beauty around us and symbolize the glory of Christ’s resurrection. The sign-up sheet will 
be in Fellowship Hall on March 15th and 22nd  or contact Carol Mapel, (825-
6194 or mapelgrove@yahoo.com). 

Prices: 

       7” pot with one plant (5 to 10 blooms)  = $12.00 

       8” pot with 3 plants (8 to 12 blooms)    = $23.00 

      10” pot with 4 plants (12 to 15 blooms) = $27.00 

Please make checks to VCC and be sure to take your lily pot home after the 
Sunday service to enjoy or give to a friend, neighbor or shut-in.   

More Snapshots from Nicaragua 
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Your editors, Alice Maurer and Jeanne Peters, welcome all suggestions for the newsletter. 
Content is due by the 20th of each month and everyone has a chance to comment on their copy 
before publication. Thank you all for past and future help.  
 

Searching For Computer Skills

As Paul writes in 1 Corinthians:  “Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are 
varieties of service, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God 
who activates all of them in everyone.  To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the 
common good.”  (12:4-7) 

The Next Level Team needs your talents!  We are forming an internet/social media outreach 
team and seek web/Facebook savvy individuals who can help us--- create an interactive new 
website using free online tools; maintain a vibrant, daily presence on Facebook; and build a photo 
sharing system where the entire congregation may contribute photos reflecting the life and vitality 
of the Church.  If you have the interest, time and skills to pitch in, we would welcome any and all 
contributions. Contact Alex McGuire to learn more: 877-3574 or alexandjack@myfairpoint.net. 
Thank you! 

  

Used Furs to Comfort Wildlife 
My sister, Kathleen, and I each inherited one of Mom’s furs.  We talked several times about what 
to do with the furs as neither one of us planned on wearing them. I caught a brief segment on 
WCAX one day about the use of furs to comfort animals.  After contacting our local humane society 
who was not interested, I searched the internet and found the Cuddle Coats Program with the 
Animal Rights Coalition out of Minneapolis, Minnesota.  The website is:  cuddlecoats.com.  They 
accept donated real furs that haven’t been treated with mothballs.  The furs are used to help 
orphaned and injured wildlife.  I was struck by the mission of this program and knew that our Mom, 
who loved all animals, would want the coats used in such a manner.  I mailed the furs to the 
following address: 
Animal Rights Coalition 
317 West 48th Street 

Minneapolis, MN 55419 

Attention:  Cuddle Coats Program.  

I hope that someone else may find this a worthy place for inherited furs. 

Betty Lewis 


