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April 7 – Communion Sunday, 
Deacons Fund offering 

April 14th – Palm Sunday, Dramatic 
reading and set up of the cross 

April 18th – Maundy Thursday,  
Tenebrae Communion Service at 
7 pm.  Watch night vigil in the 
Sanctuary following the service 
from 8 pm to 3 pm on Good 
Friday. Sign-up sheets will be 
available soon. 

April 19th – Good Friday 
Ecumenical Service at the 
Ferrisburgh Center Methodist 
Church at 4 pm 

April 20th, Saturday – Easter Fair 
on the city green from 9 to 11, 
weather permitting. Egg hunting 
and more.   

April 21st – Easter 6:30am Sunrise 
Service, Pancake Breakfast 
immediately following. Please 
contact Mike O’Daniel if you can 
help flip pancakes. Traditional 
9:30 am Easter service, 
transforming the cross with 
carnations. 

April 23, Thursday – Laundry Love 
at 5:30 to 9 pm. 

April 28 – Sunday worship service 
at 9:30. 

 

 

Pastor’s Letter – Easter Journey 

We will, in our holy week journey, be reminded of 
the challenges of faith and the power of God’s 
presence, as well as the essential willingness to 
share the good news.  

Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar, (New England 
Conference UMC) shares a story about St. Francis 
of Assisi: One day he said to one of his young friars: 
“Let us go down to the village and preach to the 
people.”  So they went. They stopped to talk to this 
man and that. They begged a crust of bread at this 
door and that. Francis stopped to play with the 
children and exchanged a greeting with passers-
by.  Then he turned to go home. “But Father,” said 
the novice, “When do we preach?”  “Preach?” smiled 
Francis.  “Every step we took, every word we spoke, 
every action we did, has been a sermon. So we go 
and preach the Gospel. We use words if we 
must.”    Bishop Devadhar concludes, “May our 
prayer, as we prepare ourselves for the Lenten 
journey under the shadow of the cross of Jesus 
Christ, be that God will grant us wisdom, grace, 
direction, and courage so we may continue to 
preach the gospel using words – only if necessary. 
“    

I am grateful to be on the journey with you, 

Barbara 

 

 

	

CONNEC  IONS 
 

We are a vibrant, Christian community – full of life, music and 

laughter.  We gather to worship and to explore and grow our faith.  We 

embrace everyone, wherever they are on life’s journey.  We strive to 

love and serve with compassion and grace – as Jesus did – to make a 

difference in our community and beyond. 
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A “Fat Sunday” of Fellowship 
 
Sunday, March 3, the Sanctuary was filled during worship with the aromas of pancakes and sausage 
on the griddle. Concentration on the service was harder as Mike O’Daniel and his cooking crew were 
preparing for a Sunday brunch of delicious food, including cornucopias of fruit, joyful conversation, 
caring company, and mask making before the beginning of Lent on March 6. It was our Church’s very 
own version of Mardi Gras. Here is the evidence, thanks to Pastor Barbara’s skill with a camera. 
Thank you to all who helped make this wonderful gathering possible.  
Pentecost balloons, in addition to any expenses that the Pastor or Deacons deem suitable to help 
support Worship needs.  
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Trustees Update 

Trustees recently welcomed two new members, Bob Cobb and Joanne Dion to the group of 

Kitty Oxholm, Phil Bourgeois, Secretary Jim Ouimette, and Chair Paul Vachon.  Trustees meet 

in the Church Fellowship Hall on the first Thursday of each month, starting at 4 pm and 

anyone is welcome to sit in. Discussions typically deal with the financial status of the 

operating budget, including unusual expenses incurred over the previous month, and other 

matters related to the property, staffing and other Church assets. 

Some of the matters that the Trustees are covering include:  

 Working with Abigail on seeking candidates to fill the 2 hour Sunday Nursery position. 

Sara Stearns is covering in the Nursery until mid-May and doing a fine job.  (Thank you 

Sara.) We continue to look for someone to work from 9-11 AM on Sundays.  If you know 

of anyone who might be interested at $15.00 per hour minimum, contact Abigail 

directly.    
 

 The Trustees have been discussing the use and associated expenses of Fellowship Hall 

by members and non-members alike.  Jim Ouimette is drafting a written policy for 

consideration at a future Trustees meeting regarding use and donation guidelines for 

the space. Trustees discussed security and the occasional inappropriate management 

of the thermostat.  Some unidentified users fail to read and obey the signs explaining 

the need to close all doors and lower heat settings.  
 

 The Trustees are looking into the cost and issues associated with installing an exhaust 

hood and exterior exhaust fan in the kitchen to address problems with ventilation of 

fumes, heat, and possible fire hazards. These issues have been raised by our liability 

insurance company and changes may be required in the future. 
 

 As a follow up to the Annual Meeting in January, Trustees met with Auditors to discuss 

ways to make the assets of the church more transparent for the Congregation in the 

future.  Auditors suggested having a locked file in the pastor’s office where bank 

statements would be stored for the different bank accounts (such as Deacon’s Fund, 

Women’s Fellowship, Gatow Fund, Food Shelf, Mission, and the regular operating 

checking account). The Trustees wish to work with each group responsible for a church 

checking account to develop ways to easily track income and expenses and enable 

a full accounting of assets at the end of each year to be included in the annual 

report.   
 

 Reverend Barbara Purinton and Mike O’Daniel are working on an improved way to 

track the use of church space, including a mounted calendar on the wall in Mike’s 

office that can be easily updated and visible to all. 
 

 Trustees are very grateful to Patricia Reid for help on updates to the Church website.  

Anyone available to assist with website entries and Facebook work should contact 

Trustee Paul Vachon,  pvvt@yahoo.com.  
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Lighting Candles during Lent – a New VUCC Tradition? 

Pastor Purinton explains: On each Sunday during Lent different people will be lighting candles on the Altar. This 

new ceremony began March 6 with one candle  and will 

continue through Palm Sunday, until all the candles glow. 

Though Lent is often seen as a time of repentance, of fasting 

and prayer, of solemn reverence, in the past Sundays were 

seen as mini-Easters, days of celebrating Christ’s 

resurrection. To hold these two in balance, a candle is lit 

each Sunday for celebration, while still taking time to 

ponder and reflect on our journey of faith. 

Lent comes from the old English, “to lengthen” and refers to 

the lengthening of days in the springtime (in the Northern 

Hemisphere). As the days lengthen, daylight increases, and 

we see the beauty of God’s creation break through, we light 

these candles as a reminder of the journey the world is going 

through, and the journey we are on with God.  

If you would like to be part of this special ceremony, please contact Pastor Barbara at pastor@vergennesucc.org or 

telephone the Church.  

Search Committee Moving Ahead 

It’s been almost 30 years since our Church has sought and called a new pastor to its doors.  Of course, that 

means few of us have experience or knowledge of the process.  What a fortunate predicament to be in!  Not to 

worry, it will be short-lived.  The Search Committee has met several times since the dedication ceremony in 

February and, with consultation from Rev. Paul Sangree, our Associate Conference Minister, and Rev. 

Barbara, we are quickly familiarizing ourselves with the necessary steps to find a new pastor.  Here’s what the 

next year to year and a half will look like: 

1. The Search Committee will develop a Church Profile – a description of our congregation, our comunity, 

and our ministerial needs and post it on the UCC website.  

2. Interested candidates will ask the Vermont Conference Office to send their ministerial profiles to the 

Committee.  

3. The Committee will study profiles and choose to follow up with candidates who appear to have the 

qualities that match our Church. This might include listening to sermons posted online, checking 

references, holding interviews, or observing a worship service.  

4. The Committee will recommend a candidate to the congregation and have the candidate visit for a 

weekend to lead Sunday worship.  

5. The congregation will vote on whether to call the candidate to the church. 

The next several months will be focused on step 1 – developing the church profile.  This will require a lot of 

information gathering.  Some of it will be straightforward facts and figures about the Church and local 

community, but we will also be looking to represent your collective thoughts and ideas about who we are as 

a church and who God is calling us to become.  There will be many opportunities to contribute, including 

group discussions during and after Sunday worship, questionnaires, and online surveys.  In addition, the 

Committee welcomes you to reach out to any of the members with questions and comments throughout the 

process.                                                                  

Search Committee: Dave Tatlock, Jane Spencer, Jenny Bower, Jim Ouimette, Karen Beinhaur, Sharon O’Daniel 
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Summer Camping Opportunities 

 

Check the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall for the full list of activities at each camp.    Scholarships are 

available from the church – talk to Jeanne Peters   802-475-2503  bobcatjp@gmavt.net 

For more information about each camp contact Barb Ouimette  802-355-5734  ouimette@myfairpoint.net 

Two camps with wide-ranging programs throughout the summer are available. 

 

 
Horton Center in New Hampshire’s White Mountains opens with work days May 24th to 26th to spruce 

up the camp for the summer season. There are special days, half-weeks and weeks for all ages, different 

grades starting with 3 to 4 through 10 to 12, families, even grandparents with their grandchildren. 

Leadership skills, crafts, singing, hiking, rock climbing, canoeing, archery, acting out Bible stories, 

creating a video about God’s creation are just a few of the activities highlighted---even Christmas in 

June! Check out the full list in Fellowship Hall.  https://hortoncenter.org/ 
 

Rock Point Camp in  Burlington’s GOALS are Care for Creation; Care for Neighbor; Care for Self; 
Have Fun! www.rockpointvt.org/camp 
 

Each week new campers are greeted by trained camp counselors and volunteer leaders who help to plan 
programs geared especially to each camper age group. Campers can help plan and lead activities, too. 
Campers are invited to explore the wilds of 130 acres on the shores of Lake Champlain and experience 
the sacredness of creation where outdoor adventure meets spiritual exploration.  Rock Point also has a 
day camp available to middle schoolers.  
 

Typical Camp Activities 

 Canoe to Burlington Waterfront and eat creemees! 

 Sunset hikes and evening circle at The Point 

 Daily swimming and water play 

 Campfires, singing, S'mores 

 Archery 

 Crazy games 

 Outdoor living skills 

 Cabin time 

 An evening of Episco Disco 

 

 

 

 

https://hortoncenter.org/
https://hortoncenter.org/
https://hortoncenter.org/
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Our Church to Host Association Lunch in May 
 
Sunday May 5th four delegates, plus ministers and guests, from each of the ten churches 
of the Addison Association of Vermont’s UCC Conference will be eating lunch at our 

Church. Many hands will need to be on deck to provide sustenance in Fellowship Hall 
at 12:30. If you can help, please contact Rev. Barbara. 
 

After lunch there will be a worship service  at 1:30, followed by reflections from the Rev. 
Paul Sangree, Associate Minister, Vermont Conference of the UCC, and a business meeting 

at 2:30. 
 
Please volunteer to help if you can. 
 

Your editors, Alice Maurer and Jeanne Peters, welcome all suggestions for the newsletter. Content is due 
by the 25th of each month and everyone has a chance to comment on their copy before publication. Thank 
you all for past and future help. 

 


