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CONNEC  IONS 
  

October 5 – Communion Sunday 
 Deacon’s Fund collection. 
    Food Shelf donations. 
   Soup always welcome 
  New organist arrives. 
  CROP Walk in Middlebury. 
      Join others behind our new 

 banner in support of hunger 
 relief (see article page 2). 

 Sunday School classes will be 
 putting together support kits 
 (water, gorp, etc.) for the 
 walkers that day. 

  

October 12 – Meditation led by Chessy 
Kelley following worship service. 

  

October 19 – Confirmation Sunday 
   Meeting of confirmation class 

 after worship service. 
    Meeting about Women’ Fellowship 

 future in Sanctuary after 
 worship service. JOIN IN 
 deciding how to manage 
 $160,000 in Colby Fund.   

  (See article page 5) 
  Addison Association meeting in 

 Bristol. 

  

October 24, Friday – Table of Grace 
free dinner sponsored by our 
Church, 5:00 p.m.  Volunteers 
needed to cook, serve, and clean up. 
Contact Alice Maurer (475-2580). 

  

October 26 – Neighbors in Need 
offering. (See article page 4) 

 

October 31 (Halloween) ---Seasoned 
Ones, 11:00 a.m.to 1:00 p.m. 
Transportation can be arranged. 

From Your Pastor: EASTERS HAPPENS
For the first full day of Fall, the title of
this letter seems a bit out of place. The
daylight hours are shrinking, the
temperatures are dropping along with
the leaves, yet we are talking about
Easter.  In John’s gospel we read:
“But Mary stood weeping outside the
tomb…Jesus said to her, ‘Woman,
why are you weeping?  Whom are you
looking for?’  Supposing him to be the
gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, if you

have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him,
and I will take him away.’  Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’  She
turned and said to him in Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!’  (which
means Teacher)” (John 20: 11-16 NRSV).   The first
Easter happened. 

Unlike Christmas, there is a
bit of an uncertainty as to
when Easter is celebrated
from one year to another. One
must search out the date each
year to find Easter. It is a
floating holiday. The idea of
Easter floating gives the event
a bit of a spiritual flavor of
movement. The first Easter
happened following Jesus’ death.  Following the Passion
and the life-shattering events of Good Friday, Easter is a
surprise, where something new happens and life, in a new
way, is formed. Those times of renewed life often follow
death, not only physical death but also the other deaths
that we may feel or experience. 

Over the past few months our Church family has
experienced a number of “deaths.”  In May we said
goodbye to one very, very special person, Julia
Blocksma, who gave her creative energies to the music
ministry of our Church.  That time was a type of death. In
July, after an energetic attempt at putting together another
International Habitat Build, we learned that the
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***A REMINDER about the importance of CROP Walk from last year’s Connections. Join the 
crusade on October 5th and help Church World Service fund many important programs.                   

CROP WALK - Ending Hunger One Step at a Time 
 

Crop Walks, begun in 1960 and now held in over 2000 communities
throughout the U.S., are the largest fund raiser for Church World
Service. Their goal is to help anyone, both nearby and around the world,
struggling to feed their families and feed them nutritiously. In the last 20
years, Crop Hunger Walks have raised more than $295,000,000. Some
of those dollars have helped create community gardens, develop
cleaner water sources, and ensure healthy diets for infants. Disaster

relief and Refugee Assistance programs also benefit from Crop Walk funds. 
  
Our walk in Addison County is in its 37th

year. As always, 25% of funds donated
here will stay in the county to benefit
area food shelves (including our own!)
and other hunger-fighting programs.
STEP UP! We need you! Join us in
Middlebury on October 5th for this year’s
walk or generously sponsor those in our
Church community who will be walking.
Checks should be made out to CWS/CROP.  THANK YOU! 
 
Marcia Mazeine, Chair, Mission Committee 

organization had chosen to raise the rates beyond what we felt we could swing, so with a whole lot 
of disappointment we terminated the planned trip to Nicaragua.  Both of these deaths cannot 
compare with the physical death of losing a loved one, but they are deaths. Because of many 
gifted musicians we were able to continue to provide musical support for the services while, in the 
back of our minds, wondering if there is anyone “out there” who just might be our regular organist. 
As far as the International trip was concerned, there was resignation that the trip just would not 
happen. In the back of our minds there was a nagging question, could something still happen for 
this winter? In both cases we acted toward a new day by advertising for the organist position and 
by Bill and Marcia Mazeine researching other International options.   

Enter that floating Easter. A new graduate student in Geology, from Ohio, shows up at UVM to 
begin her studies. She is a trained organist with a passion for historical instruments, and she sees 
an ad posted on a bulletin board and BINGO – Easter happens and Jenny Bower begins her 
musical life with us on October 5th (perhaps another Easter)?  Bill and Marcia recalled another 
organization, also established by Millard Fuller, Habitat’s founder, and BINGO - Easter happens 
and the trip to Nicaragua is on.   

Though we celebrate Easter on a particular day each year, we find the sustaining power of Easter 
when we celebrate the many ways that new life comes, no matter what the season may be.   

Happy Easter, Gary 

Gary 
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Free Lunch for Fuel Aid a Success 
 

Despite the clouds and a fall nip in the air, the Church’s first annual cookout to raise awareness of
the need for fuel assistance in Addison County was a resounding success. A crew gathered
around 9:30 a.m. Saturday, October 13, to load tents, tables, and chairs for set-up on the 
Vergennes City Green. Our new Church banner (thank you Bill and Marcia Mazeine) announced 
our presence and Lions Club volunteers, Dick LaBerge, Gary Russell, and Tom Brigan fired up 
the grill at 10:30. Soon the aroma of sizzling hamburgers, hot dogs, and veggie burgers wafted
over Main Street, drawing in passersby and some City Council members, including the Mayor.
One woman stopped just for an assortment of homemade cookies. Including after-the-fact 
donations, almost $2,000 was raised to help families stay warm this winter when other state and
federal resources are exhausted.  
 
THANK YOUS are due to so many! The grill experts
from the Lions Club cooked more than 100 hamburgers,
100 hot dogs, and 25 veggie burgers. Wow! There were
bowls of cut up veggies from Church member gardens,
apples from a local orchard, and a table of homemade
cookies from volunteer bakers. Fuel Aid Committee
members put together flyers, publicity in the
Independent, Free Lunch signs for streetside, and more.
Set-up volunteers made the green inviting with flowers
on the tables and a special tent for donations and
brochures. Many hands pitched in to leave the Green
spotless. THANK YOU TO ALL!! 
 
 
Put this event on your calendar for next year. New ideas
and suggestions are welcome. 
 
 
Fuel Aid Committee: Gary Lewis, Alex McGuire, Kim Palmer, Jeanne Peters, Lynne Rapoport plus 
the Mission Committee 
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Sunday School News – WOW! 
 
Sunday School started out September 7th with the energy and enthusiasm of both kids and
teachers. This year's curriculum, entitled WORKSHOP OF WONDERS, is the creation of your
Team Leaders based on a Vacation Bible School program. The children have engaged in music,
storytelling, science and craft activities. On both of the first two Sundays we had 13 children in
attendance.  

Students sang with energy in the Sanctuary on September 28. 
Chessy Kelley was also here to lead the children in yoga during
regular Sunday School time. We look forward to other fun learning 
programs in the future. Please remember to invite your friends to
Church to experience many WOW moments.   

Donna Lalumiere, Christian Education Coordinator 

Neighbors in Need 

Note: On October 26th the Church will collect the Neighbors in Need offering. 

What is Neighbors in Need? According to the United Church of Christ website: Neighbors in Need 
(NIN) is a special mission of the UCC that supports ministries of justice and compassion 
throughout the United States. One-third of NIN funds help the Council for American Indian 
Ministry. Two-thirds of the offering is used by the UCC's Justice and Witness Ministries to support 
a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and special service projects through grants. 

Grants are awarded to churches and organizations doing compassionate work in their 
communities. These grants fund projects ranging from community organizing to advocacy 
addressing injustice.  

One NIN grant receiver, the Church of the Apostles United Church of Christ in Lancaster, PA, 
partnered with DigIt, a ministry for at-risk adolescents. DigIt teaches life skills to youth, with a 
focus on sustainable agriculture. 

In March 2010, COAUCC offered part of their 21 acre green space to DigIt so the organization 
could grow, harvest, and sell more produce. COAUCC fertilized, plowed and tilled the soil. 
Harvested vegetables were sold in the city. Produce was also taken to urban low-cost housing 
communities and sold at affordable prices door to door. 

Last year the Brattleboro Drop-In Center in Vermont received a grant. The Center Food Shelf 
serves households in Brattleboro and 38 surrounding towns, as well as distributing some funding 
and excess bulk food donations to over 15 other area programs which also feed hungry people.  

Please donate to Neighbors in Need on October 26th using the special envelope in the bulletin. 
THANK YOU! Make checks to VUCC/NIN. 
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Women’s Fellowship --- Past, but What Future? 
 

Picture this: A room full of Church women gathered
together every 2nd Wednesday of the month. Each
meeting began with a prayer or devotional reading, and
included inspirational speakers, planning for money-
making events, working on various causes. This was the
VCC Women’s Fellowship (WF) scene in the 1970s when
programs included a slide tour of the Holy Land and a
discussion of uplifting reading. There were fund-raising
events to organize, such as the bi-annual rummage sales
(chaired for years by your editor’s mother, Polly Peters),
food sales, suppers, and planning the annual Church
Bazaar on the City Green with tables for candy, baked

treats, hand stitched items, attic treasures, and more. Fellowship women made hospital gowns,
sent pounds of bandages to India, sponsored a Native American family in South Dakota, and one
year the Materials Aid Day included assembling first-aid kits for all the Congregational churches in
Addison County. 

Fast-forward to today: Now only the Women’s Fellowship officers (Ginnie Ferris, Marcia
Mazeine, Harriet Perkins, Jeanne Peters, Peggy Stanilonis) gather once a year to decide how
to distribute the interest from the Colby Fund—more than $9,000 a year for the past several years.
$3,000 of this goes to the Church budget, plus various amounts for funeral receptions (usually run
by Ginnie), Christmas wreaths and garlands, and donations to Boys and Girls Club, John Graham
Shelter, Elderly Services, Food Shelf, Camp Agape, the Back-to-School Shop, and others. 

The legacy from Eliza Stevens Colby came to the WF in
September 1960, and a special committee was set up to
supervise it. Through the years, after a vote by the Fellowship,
many repairs to the Church were funded, such as rewiring,
painting, new furnace, light fixtures, etc. In 1993 the Fund was
listed at $79,280, but through wise managed investing the
fund has grown to $160,000. Occasionally the principal has
been tapped for such projects as rebuilding the Church
kitchen and providing new pew cushions when the Sanctuary
was renovated, but the fund continues to grow. 

WOMEN OF VCC, WE NEED YOUR IDEAS! What do we do
with this important financial heritage in the years to
come?? Women’s lives have changed since the1970s and
time is at a premium. Also, many of the past WF active causes
are now under the able leadership of the Mission Committee.
$160,000 is quite a sum. If the WF is no more, how do we
manage these important dollars and benefit the Church in
the future? PLEASE COME to a meeting after Sunday
service on October 19 to discuss the future of WF and the
Colby Fund. We hope to see you there!    
                            Is this OUR Church? 
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Financial Update 
January – August 2014 

 

Income:�  Expenses:�      
 

 Pledges 73,336.00 Mission 9,570.00  
 Non-Pledge/Cash 8,489.00 Ministry/Education/Worship 54,314.00 
 Manse� 7,590.00 Administrative 11,015.00 
 Other 9,301.00 Manse� 6,700.00 
   Occupancy 25,569.00 
 

Total Income 98,716.00            Total Expenses 107,168.00 
 

Income over expenses  (8,452.00) 

Deacons on the Move  

“Full Steam Ahead” appears to be the motto, as we move into another
year of discovery in our Church life together.  There is a tremendous flurry
of activity on all fronts: Mission (local and abroad), music, Christian Ed.,
confirmation, etc., etc.  The list goes on and on.  Things are rolling.  New
ideas are being discussed!  We’re looking at ways to bring back our Book
Store. Interested in forming a book group?  Wait until you see the “soon to
come” delightful note cards that our very own young budding artists have
crafted. They’re wonder-filled!   

During this beautiful season of harvest, we continue to be thankful for the many gifts we have
been blessed with, while exploring additional ways of connecting with one another as we go forth
to spread the Word.  The train is moving; get on board!! Who knows where we might go!!  

Board of Deacons:  Cherie Vachon, Chair, Grace Burkins, Kathleen Cote, Mike O’Daniel, Barb 
Ouimette, Rich Strum  

 

Your editors, Alice Maurer and Jeanne Peters, welcome all suggestions for the newsletter. 
Content is due by the 15th of each month and everyone has a chance to comment on their copy 
before publication. Thank you all for past and future help. 


